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WASHINGTON--Legislation by Rep Kika
pollution of the Rio Grande was signed
President.
de la Garza to begin controlling
into law late yesterday by the
The Congressman's legislation passed the U.S. House on October 19,
1987, and was approved by the U.S. Senate on September 19, 1988. The
President's signature has now fully enacted the law.
Rep de la Garza said "My decade-long mission ot" finding a way to
cooperatively involve our neighboring nation--Mexico--in a new solution
to the problem of raw or inadequately treated sewage being dumped into
the Rio Grande is now a reality."
The veteran South Texas Congressman's legislation--now a Public
Law··provides a framework for international negotiations between the U.S.
and Mexico that will lead to cooperatively financed and constructed
wastewater treatement facilities up and down the Rio Grande.
"From Tijuana on the Pacific Coast to Brownsville on the Gulf," Rep
de la Garza said, "We will have a way of working with Mexico to preserve
the health of our common heritage--the Rio Grande."
Now that the President has signed the de la Garza legislation into
law, the next steps will be taken by the U. S. State Department and the
International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC). Under broad guidance
by the Secretary of State and hands-on work by the IBWC, negotiations
with Mexico under de la Garza's formula can now begin.
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